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CANADA 

 

 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 

CIB announces $210 million financing agreement for Parkland 
charging network expansion 

• The Canada Infrastructure Bank (CIB) has announced a financing agreement for up to 
$210 million for Parkland to expand its EV charging network in communities across 
Canada.  

• The agreement will enable the installation of up to 2,000 new charging ports at up to 
400 sites.  

• This is the CIB’s second investment under its Charging and Hydrogen Refuelling 
Infrastructure (CHRI) initiative. 

Canada finalizes its Electric Vehicle Availability Standard 

• The Standard has been designed to ensure that Canada can achieve a national target 
of 100 per cent zero-emission vehicle sales by 2035.  

• Additionally, Canada has set interim targets of at least 20 per cent of all sales by 2026, 
and at least 60 per cent by 2030 

For more information, read the Press Release and full Regulation Posted in the 
Canada Gazette. 

 

BC Hydro applies to raise public EV charging fees 

• On July 28, 2023, BC Hydro applied to raise rates at public EV charging stations by 15 
per cent, which the company says would allow it to recover the costs of providing them 
over 10 years. See our September Issue for further background. 

• On December 18, 2023, the BCUC approved interim rates effective January 1, 2024. 
The approved rates are time-based for Level 2 and certain fast charging power levels 
(i.e., 180 kW), which are charging options that did not previously have a rate structure 
and will be added to the BC Hydro network this year. 

• The intervenor responses from BC Hydro included a variety of topics, including 
uptime, accessibility efforts, other rate design considerations (i.e., subscription, TOU, 
location-based), and details on non-urban and off-grid DCFC site selection. 

To learn more, read the Proceeding Documents, the BCUC Order, as well as the 
Electric Autonomy Canada article featuring our Director of Mobility, Jeff Turner 

•  

https://cib-bic.ca/en/medias/articles/cib-announces-210-million-financing-agreement-with-parkland/?page=1&sector=0
https://cib-bic.ca/en/sectors/green-infrastructure/
https://cib-bic.ca/en/sectors/green-infrastructure/
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2023/12/new-electric-vehicle-availability-standard-will-give-canadians-better-access-to-more-affordable-cars-and-cleaner-air.html
https://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2023/2023-12-20/pdf/g2-15726.pdf
https://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2023/2023-12-20/pdf/g2-15726.pdf
https://www.dunsky.com/ev-market-update-newsletter/
https://www.bcuc.com/OurWork/ViewProceeding?applicationid=1139
https://docs.bcuc.com/documents/proceedings/2023/doc_75425_a-14-g-352-23-interim-rates.pdf
https://electricautonomy.ca/2023/08/29/bc-hydro-charging-rates-kwh-billing-review/
https://electricautonomy.ca/2023/08/29/bc-hydro-charging-rates-kwh-billing-review/
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BC Hydro 2021 Integrated Resource Plan Reaches Final 
Arguments 

• In December 2021, the 2021 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) was submitted to the 
BCUC based on load scenarios approved in December 2020. In June 2023, BC Hydro 
submitted an Updated 2021 IRP which revises or adds actions related to energy 
efficiency, industrial load curtailment, energy acquisition, among others. The Updated 
IRP shifts from fixed values to ranges for targets to provide flexibility in meeting 
electrification under the Province’s emission reduction targets. 

• In October 2023, an oral hearing on load forecast scenarios and a workshop on new 
energy acquisitions were held. In November and December 2023, BC Hydro and 
intervenors submitted written final arguments, and BC Hydro’s reply argument was 
submitted in January. 

• BC Hydro’s final argument highlighted that the new Reference Load forecast shows 
growth of 17,000 GWh in the planning period, driven by industrial growth, new 
accounts, and light-duty EVs. This forecast also incorporates new loads, such as 
medium- and heavy-duty vehicles including e-buses and vessel charging.   

To learn more, read the Proceeding Documents. 

•  

BC Hydro’s Residential Time-of-Use Rate Approved 

• On December 12, 2023, the BCUC approved BC Hydro’s voluntary time-of-use rates, 
coming into effect on April 1, 2024. 

• The rates apply to all electricity consumption under a residential account, including EV 
charging. The rate is designed as an add-on to the current residential rate that will 
provide a $0.05 credit per kWh consumed off-peak (11 pm to 7 am) and a $0.05 
charge per kWh consumed on-peak (4 pm to 9 pm).  

To learn more, read the Proceeding Documents and the Decision. 

•  

Low uptake of BC Hydro’s fleet electrification rates delays 
reporting 

• BC Hydro has requested an extension to a three-year evaluation report for the 
Demand Transition Rate and Overnight Rate required by December 2023 and 
December 2024, respectively. However, due to limited participation, BC Hydro has 
requested an extension. 

https://www.bcuc.com/OurWork/ViewProceeding?applicationid=965
https://www.bcuc.com/OurWork/ViewProceeding?applicationid=1088
https://docs.bcuc.com/documents/other/2023/doc_75299_g-342-23-bch-optional-residential-tou-decision.pdf
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• BC Hydro reports that there is one customer with two accounts under the Demand 
Transition rate and no customers under the Overnight rate, citing the global pandemic 
and supply chain delays delaying fleet electrification as a contributing factor.  

To learn more, read the Proceeding Documents. 

•  

FortisBC Inc. applies for DCFC energy-based rate 

• On December 22, 2023, Fortis BC Inc. (FBC) submitted its application for energy-
based public DCFC charging rates. 

• FBC is seeking a rate of $0.42 per kWh for its public 50- and 100-kW stations, which 
would replace its current time-based charge, and would not be subject to general rate 
increases. The utility is also seeking an idling charge of $0.40 per minute after a 
charging session has been completed for five minutes.  

To learn more, read the Proceeding Documents or the Application.  

 

BC Governments puts accelerated ZEV mandate into law 

• The Province has updated the ZEV Act to align with its accelerated ZEV mandate 
targets outlined in its CleanBC Roadmap to 2030. 

• Automakers will now need to meet the updated annual percentage of new light-duty 
ZEV sales and leases, reaching 26 per cent of light-duty vehicle sales by 2026, 90 per 
cent by 2030 and 100 per cent by 2035, five years ahead of the original target. 

BC Hydro announces updated 10-year capital plan 

• The announcement with the Province of almost $36B in investment between 2024-25 
highlighted the growing demand for electricity, including from the electrification of 
fossil energy.   

• The investment will include building or expanding substations and installing new 
equipment to support, in part, transit electrification in high-growth areas across the 
Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island. 

https://www.bcuc.com/OurWork/ViewProceeding?applicationid=1187
https://www.bcuc.com/OurWork/ViewProceeding?applicationid=1188
https://docs.bcuc.com/documents/proceedings/2024/doc_75602_b-1-fbc-ev-energy-based-dcfc-rates.pdf
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023EMLI0043-001640
https://archive.news.gov.bc.ca/releases/news_releases_2020-2024/2024EMLI0002-000049.htm
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ALBERTA 

  

SASKATCHEWAN 

[no updates in the February 2024 issue] 

MANITOBA 

[no updates in the February 2024 issue] 

ONTARIO 

Toronto Hydro Distribution System Plan 2025-2029 

• In November 2023, Toronto Hydro submitted its Distribution System Plan (DSP) 
including the utility’s capital investment plans and supporting information for the 2025-
2029 period. 

• As part of the DSP, Toronto Hydro proposed to establish a $16 million Innovation Fund 
to support the design and execution of pilot projects focused on testing of innovative 

BC Government new regulations ease EV charging access in stratas 

• The regulations under the Strata Property Act include a requirement to obtain an 
Electrical Planning Report to understand the building’s electrical capacity and plan for 
EV charging stations. Stratas (condos) in the most populous regions would be required 
to obtain a plan by the end of 2026, and by the end of 2028 for the rest of the 
province.  

• The regulations also outline a process for a homeowner in a strata to request to install 
an EV charging station and requires a response from the strata within three months. 

AESO provides preliminary update on 2024 Long-Term Outlook 

• AESO is updating its 2024 Long-Term Outlook (LTO) due to evolving carbon policies 
and regulations and their impact on the grid. The primary change is the inclusion of a 
Decarbonization by 2050 reference case. 

• The updated LTO sees higher load growth than previously modelled but is assumed to 
be mitigated in part by EV load management.  

• The peak load from EVs is expected to reach 2,900 MW under the reference case and 
5,300 MW under the high electrification scenario, which is driven in part by significant 
EV adoption. 

For more information, read the Engagement Page or the Preliminary LTO Presentation 

 

https://archive.news.gov.bc.ca/releases/news_releases_2020-2024/2023HOUS0169-001935.htm
https://www.aesoengage.aeso.ca/forecasting-insights
https://ehq-production-canada.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/e4ecbf634b40d524830914b365ca81b3756b89bc/original/1700152358/d7ba0b37101c2e49b2d6e0a355adaddb_2024_LTO_Preliminary_Update_-_Nov2023.pdf
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technologies, advanced capabilities, and alternative strategies that enable 
electrification grid readiness and facilitate DER integration. Relevant pilot projects 
include: 

o EV Commercial Fleet Pilot: This pilot will examine the impact of commercial EV 
fleet charging at depots and other charging segments on the grid, both in terms of 
quantifying and minimizing load impact. Through collaboration, it will aim to 
optimize charging schemes based on the flexibility requirements and preferences 
of Toronto Hydro and pilot participants. Additionally, the project will explore 
opportunities to coordinate commercial fleets as a flexible load within the 
distribution system for both at-home and depot charging scenarios. 

o Electric Vehicle Demand Response (DR) Pilot: This pilot aims to identify viable 
technical hardware and control models along with DR events to facilitate 
coordinated charging and potential discharging of EV batteries to support network 
needs. This would be achieved through the development of applications, hardware 
integration, and mechanisms to identify and trigger EV DR events to support trials 
and roll out with Toronto-based market participants. Toronto Hydro is currently 
undergoing trials for phase 1 of an EV Smart Charging pilot. 

 

To learn more, read the Proceeding Documents. 

 

QUÉBEC 

FCM and the Government of Canada provide new funding for 
sustainable transportation in Québec 

• Outaouais Regional Council for the Environment and Sustainable Development is 
receiving $23,750 to conduct a feasibility study on EV car sharing in Chelsea, Cantley, 
La Pêche and Val-des-Monts.  

• Additionally, Ville de Saint-Sauveur is receiving $303,600 for a feasibility study and a 
pilot project to replace ICE trucks with electric. 

 

The Régie de l’énergie clarifies its direction to Hydro-Québec with 
respect to its action plan for electric vehicles 

• This decision from the Régie de l’énergie (FR only) comes as a part of Phase 2 of the 
approval process for Hydro-Québec’s 2023-2032 Supply Plan, focused on its strategy 
for acquiring the additional supplies required in energy and power. 

• Hydro-Québec has been asked to “specify and present its action plan aimed at moving 
the charging of electric vehicles outside peak periods during its next tariff file” and 
“present an estimate of the contribution to the reduction of power requirements 
resulting from the charging of electric vehicles from Hilo, dynamic pricing and the 

https://www.rds.oeb.ca/CMWebDrawer/Record?q=CaseNumber=EB-2023-0195&sortBy=recRegisteredOn-&pageLength=400
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2023/11/fcm-and-government-of-canada-support-innovative-green-transportation-initiatives-in-quebec.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2023/11/fcm-and-government-of-canada-support-innovative-green-transportation-initiatives-in-quebec.html
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demand response option for periods beyond 2027-2028 during the 2024 Progress 
Report and the next procurement plan”. 

 

To learn more, read the Proceeding Documents or the Decision (FR only).  

 

Free tolls and ferries for electric vehicles have been extended 

• The Government of Quebec has announced (FR only) that free passage for electric 
vehicles at tolls on highways 25 and 30 and on ferries of the Société des traversiers du 
Québec is extended until April 1, 2027. 

 

Proposal to shift public fast charging pricing to energy-based  

• The Government of Quebec is proposing a draft regulation (FR only) to modify rates 
for public fast chargers based on the quantity of electricity consumed rather than the 
duration of the charging session.  

• This comes after a recent change in June 2023 to set new hourly rates for fast chargers 
greater than 100 kW. 

 

Electric Circuit adds new chargers with integrated batteries to site 
at L’Étape 

• Electric Circuit is adding two 180-kW charging stations and one 200-kW station with 
power sharing from FreeWire Technologies to the existing six fast chargers available at 
L’Étape.  

• FreeWire’s Boost Charger utilizes an integrated battery to reduce peak energy needs 
by almost eight times that of a typical fast charger. 

 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

EV sales in New Brunswick set a record in the first half of 2023 

• Statistics Canada released updated registration data which show that 365 battery 
electric vehicles were registered in the province in the first half of 2023. 

• This represents a 67 per cent increase as compared to the same period in 2022 and 
more than four times the number registered during that period in 2021. 

https://www.regie-energie.qc.ca/fr/participants/audiences-en-cours/distribution/r-4210-2022
https://citoyens.soquij.qc.ca/php/decision.php?ID=C3C44D3C08E63BEB519325605445B1DD&captchaToken=03AFcWeA4C-0-LZBnvC-k_1ybJtkja0mvDIhBvdvhvwBGa4vVqVCZKHOkM6kufVbf9t_GPX1Mv9Kv6nWTua88qz7XvT74I0hAXHOBG0jva37xxBOVc8t4LZwWNMU_rjJlayxMtJzH4qvOjcmwUnOHrAA2mHgw8C3ecO0ZgwrMZxLNLKq9rc9fPmGnvxw8ZD2dLAOP1D1jgc3FiglEjJ9lMzk-4R5cjBTQ0routLEUUd52s9Ca5A-sH2OEmAiITxHztTNx_zsTkbxhPpVEs3x1QUTah_zA5xiUfynuao4S8OeYBmyP7dLO3EMJ0V20CGASbEbeFbkRFy0XL1u0cGTXpJ6W60RQnfOX8AIV6nxUF_yrcB5SReRrnkfgKkwSxDU9iEgEV62Q_u3_ssXv-OrsP0RDDoOk3s9fDlTmSBaFrRb8jKK4ZfodCMWYGOFEqQ6N78nYDdk97APP0MayeAh28JExQiM6K3ESTCknjiYhPdmJHJVAGXqUuiFgrwfN6JyoTtweqNy2Ak_FLv7-qe4btH4NLuygu9orF8bC2PAnYtNx2hVt3h4vE1zs
https://www.quebec.ca/nouvelles/actualites/details/electrification-des-transports-le-gouvernement-du-quebec-prolonge-la-gratuite-aux-peages-et-sur-des-traversiers-pour-les-vehicules-electriques-52802
https://www.quebec.ca/nouvelles/actualites/details/electrification-des-transports-le-gouvernement-ajustera-la-tarification-du-service-public-de-recharge-rapide-51943
https://news.hydroquebec.com/en/press-releases/2025/the-electric-circuit-announces-major-improvements-to-the-charging-station-at-letape/?fromSearch=1
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/electric-vehicle-sales-record-1.6979066
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NOVA SCOTIA 

New Federal investments in electric mobility in Nova Scotia 

• Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) announced an investment of $980,000 to the 
Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM) to install 46 Level 2 and 10 DCFC chargers, in 
alignment with the HRM’s EV Strategy developed by Dunsky in 2021. 

• Additionally, an investment of $54 million from NRCan, the Province of Nova Scotia, 
and Cape Breton Regional Municipality will fund new electric buses and an upgraded 
bus maintenance facility for Transit Cape Breton. 

 

Bear River First Nation receives grant for EV feasibility study in  

• Bear River First Nation will use its funding for a smart micro-grid and electric vehicle 
feasibility study. 

• Funding comes from the Nova Scotia Low Carbon Communities program. 

 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

PEI RCMP gets its first electric vehicle 

• The PEI RCMP now have their first electric car at RCMP Headquarters in Charlottetown 
• The vehicle is intended for use in administrative functions and not on patrol. 

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 

Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro application for ultra-fast EV 
chargers  

• In August 2023, NL Hydro received approval for seven ultra-fast chargers at five of its 
most utilized electric vehicle charging sites along the Trans‐Canada Highway. The 
project is expected to receive federal funding and the remaining capital will not be 
recovered from the rate base (as outlined in its 2024 Capital Budget Application).  

• NL Hydro operates 23 DCFC stations and noted that the usage of the 14 along the 
TransCanada has seen a significant increase, leading to congestion and user wait times 
in peak travel periods.  

 

 For more information, read the Proceeding Documents. 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2024/01/federal-investment-to-deliver-56-new-ev-chargers-across-halifax.html
https://www.dunsky.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/INFOGRAPHIC_HRM_EV_STRATEGY_Dunsky.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2023/11/the-governments-of-canada-nova-scotia-and-cape-breton-regional-municipality-invest-in-a-greener-transit-facility-and-new-electric-buses.html
https://news.novascotia.ca/en/2023/12/21/nova-scotia-communities-lead-clean-energy-projects
https://news.novascotia.ca/en/2023/12/21/nova-scotia-communities-lead-clean-energy-projects
https://novascotia.ca/low-carbon-communities/
https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/news/2024/pei-rcmp-go-electric
http://www.pub.nl.ca/applications/NLH2024Capital/index.php
http://www.pub.nl.ca/applications/NLH2023UltraFastCharging/index.php
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TERRITORIES 

[no updates in the February 2024 issue] 

 

Additional Updates 

    Enbridge Sustain and Blackstone Energy Services team up with CIB on building 

retrofits 

    Yukon’s approves over 1,100 e-bike rebates since 2020  

    Ontario providing more funding for EV charging stations through EV ChargeON 

program 

    BC Hydro’s PowerTech Labs to test V2G in MHDV sector with an electric bus 

  

https://cib-bic.ca/en/medias/articles/enbridge-sustain-and-blackstone-energy-services-team-up-with-cib-on-building-retrofits/?page=1&sector=72
https://cib-bic.ca/en/medias/articles/enbridge-sustain-and-blackstone-energy-services-team-up-with-cib-on-building-retrofits/?page=1&sector=72
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/1-000-e-bike-rebates-in-3-years-show-yukon-program-s-success-say-bike-shop-owners-1.7068569
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1003677/ontario-building-more-electric-vehicle-charging-stations
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1003677/ontario-building-more-electric-vehicle-charging-stations
https://www.bchydro.com/news/press_centre/news_releases/2023/vehicle-to-grid-announcement.html
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Contact Us 

We invite you to get in touch with us to discuss any upcoming opportunities or 

questions, or to provide us with feedback on future issues: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes to the Reader 

This newsletter was prepared by Dunsky Energy + Climate Advisors, an independent firm focused on the clean 

energy transition and committed to quality, integrity and unbiased analysis and counsel.  Our findings and 

recommendations are based on the best information available at the time the work was conducted as well as our 

experts’ professional judgment. Dunsky is proud to stand by our work. 

Jeff Turner - Director, Mobility 
jeff.turner@dunsky.com 
(514) 504-9030, ext. 4238 

mailto:jeff.turner@dunsky.com

